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Continuing M>. Desai said: Tho first anl last objective which the Congress stands
for is complete independence for onr Motherland. Th*?re are others in the country
who in order only to distinguish themselves from as believe that it would be better
to have a lower aim in the h;>po ani belief that that is poing to distinguish them
from ourselves?, to enable them to acqilre the allegiance of a small, faint-hearted sec-
tion of the Indian people. F*;r there is nj other country on the face of this earth where
even a question can ad-3 whether free-Join and independence can admit of any quali-
fication ; for qualified freedom is rp freudom ani q'ulifiel inlepeniea:e is a moonshine.
Therefore, we of the Congress will always zaaistyra that t:i3 straggle on which we
have entered we hope to carry iat3 fruition un]?r tii2 giidanca of God Cither in
our lives or in those of oar children, for freedom's battle once begin is always
handed down from sire b son.
The next tiling that I want n reminl you of is the mothol by which the Con-
gress hopes to a/hteve- Its g^a!, aal that is tLm-rh Satyigraha and Alumsa. There
an* many who a^k tho q:iest;jn whether any sun-vhljit struggle ^ has ever resulted
in the freeing of natuns. It is n^e^ry tj aialysj tli!s :iea, in order to under-
stand that we are njt aioptlag Aldmsa anl tfa^yajrra'ia as oar prhuiples by reason
either of want of o jiiraso or want of le;-isioa. We ca:injt attain oar tpaf by any
o'her nmh-jl nnre efficiently. In crier to uniersunl why we stani for Ahimsa,
I want you. to Loar in mial'tiis conditions of the world to-day.
Science has progressed very rapidly in the world of to-day. The knowledge that
God endowed to man for the amelioration and progress of " humanity is being now
used intensively and extensively for the purpose of prodaeing means "of destruction.
The intellect w'hich was given to man in order that he may be superior to the
animals is almost likely to turn into a course to humanity. For, examine the actual
military preparations of any country of Europe, examine the amount of money they
are spending on what they believe Is a protection against war and a guarantee for
pe&je, but which only Involve increasing means of destruction.
To-day the oceans and seas have ceased to be a source of protection for man,
the great mountains of the world have ceased to be a SDiirce of protection and even
the qreat fortresses of ancient days have become mere plaything and the world
to-day awaits a war In which destruction will rain from the" air and Europe may
meet the fate which we real of in our Shastras of Pralayokal which appears to be
only too near.
That is the condition of the world to-day. I want to remind yon also of the
last Great VTar which was fought only about 22 years ago and winch lasted for a
period of four years as the first great lesson for the application of the principles
for which we a*s humanitarians stand to-day. Germany which lost the war sub-
mitted to every humiliating conditions, degrading herself from the position of a first
rate work! power to a second rate one. Now" after a period of twenty years she
has refused to recognise every single condition and restriction that was imposed
upon her by the exultant winning allies.
The moral of it all Is this : that in a war of force the victor becomes later the
vanquished, and the vanquished waits for an opportunity to become the victor in
his turn and the whole process is a vicious circle of changing places and destroying
more and more at each successive effort.
\Ve of the Congress, therefore, sincerely beliavo that tho world will not accept
the principles for which we stand by persuasion, it will be compelled to adopt them
as a necessity. The only solution of the world's present condition is a co-ordination
of a fellowship of races based upon mutual hostility and desire for rapid mutual
destruction. Among us, therefore, there Is room only for men and women who
stand for complete independence and its attainment through truth, non-violence, aon-
coperation.
I could after the restatement of our principles which require restatement to
convince the faltering minds and faint hearts to the present actual situation in which
the Congress finds itself after the postponement of Satyagraha, There are many
among those who govern us to-day who, in order that we may suffer still from the
complex from which we are reviving, say that tue civil resistance of the Congress
has failed. You must remember that whether It is a struggle of force or whether
it is struggle of non-violence, or for that matter in any human struggle, the iime
mast arrive when for want of means, for want of enthusiasm, due to eonsadbrakle
amount of suffering or due to inequality of preparations, the ' postponement of a
stru^le becomes a necessity, though only for the moment. Does it mean tot
after five years' war of force Germany submitted to a defeat that she